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Principal’s Message 
 

Greetings! Welcome back for the 2019-2020 school year. I am delighted to be back “for the foreseeable 
future”. I’ll keep you posted as the first term progresses, as to the status of a permanent Principal. I am 
excited to see the students, both old and new.  
 
We have a number of new staff… you’ll see new names on the Staff List, further on. (Ms Foley got married 
and is now Mrs. Pallant.)  So far, our student numbers are steady, so we don’t anticipate having to 
reorganize at the end of September… although nothing is ever written in stone.  
 
Please take time to read this first day Newsletter, thoroughly. As I indicated in my email last week, there are 
some changes to past practice, in particular student cell phone use at school and students leaving school 
property to go walking into town. You’ll find more details inside this Newsletter.  
 
Our Meet the Families Night will be on Thursday, September 26. I hope you can join us – it is a chance for 
the staff to meet you and to find out more about their students, your children. 
 
Sincerely, 
Diane Herter 
Temporary Principal 
 

Vice Principal’s Message 
 
I can FEEL THE ENERGY, bring the new school year on! Welcome back West Nissouri! I am extremely 
excited to be back to serve as your Vice Principal this upcoming year. As a school community we will 
continue to develop healthy attitudes of respect, build strong relationships between staff, students, parents 
and community members, and develop feelings of trust, safety, and well-being for ALL. I look forward to 
making many new happy memories this year and supporting each and every one of you in whatever way I 
can.  
Remember, LIVE, LAUGH, LEARN, LEAVE a LEGACY WILDFIRE!   
 
Tammy Adams 
Vice-Principal 
 

mailto:westnissouri@tvdsb.ca
http://westnissouri.tvdsb.ca/


 

 

 

 

WEST NISSOURI STAFF LIST 2019-2020 

 

K1 Mrs. Watson & Ms. Buck GR1A Mrs. Donaldson & Mrs. Lenko 

K2 Mrs. Cousineau & Mrs. Mattucci GR1B Mrs. Gentle 

K3 Ms. Lepischak & Ms. Gaul GR1/2A Mrs. Glady 

    

GR2A Mrs. Reymer & Mrs. Pym GR3A Mrs. Crawford 

GR2B Ms. Pauls & Mrs. Hamlyn GR3B Ms. Romyn 

GR2/3 Mrs. Pallant GR3/4 Mr. Sercombe 

    

GR4A Ms. Jordan GR6A Ms. Adams & Ms. Anckaert 

GR5A Mr. Dibsdale GR6B Mr. McNamara 

GR5B Mrs. Scudamore   

    

GR78A Mrs. Duncan & Mrs. Elston GR78C Ms. Beattie 

GR78B Mr. Keunecke GR78D Mrs. Dawson 

    

Library Mrs. Bogaert PREP Mrs. Hamlyn, Mrs. Lenko, Mrs. McKnight 

French Mrs. Sakher & Ms. Kanters EAs Mrs. Dufton, Mrs. Irwin, Mrs. Jary, Mrs. Cobb 

LST Ms. Peetsma & Mrs. Duncan NHS Mrs. Tipping, Mrs. Ingrey, Mrs. Jarvis 

Music Mrs. Kings   

    

Temporary 
Principal Ms. Herter Vice Principal Ms. Adams 

Administrative 
Assistant Mrs. Humphries 

Charge 
Custodian Mrs. Fisher 

  

Afternoon 
Custodians Mr. Amaral & Mrs. Desjardins 

 

 
  



CODE OF CONDUCT 

This Code of Conduct was developed in consultation with staff, parents, students and administration. 

 

Purpose: To build and sustain a positive learning community environment for all students so that they may reach their full 

potential. 

 

Expectations - This is the behaviour that is expected as West Nissouri Wildfire students and staff: 

 

F - Fair, Honest in all we do  Respecting ourselves and others 

L - Leadership    Developing Leadership Skills 

A - Ambitious    Always Striving to meet our goals 

M - Motivated    Positive work ethic 

E - Excellence   Striving to do our best 

S - Sportsmanship  Showing good sportsmanship in the gym and on the field 

 

Behaviour Expectations  

 

 Students will attend regularly, arrive on time, behave appropriately and complete assigned work to the best of their 
ability 

 Students are to be prepared for class (pencil, notebook, text, planner) 
 Students will respect the school building and property and classroom property 
 Students will enter and leave the school and walk in the halls in a quiet, orderly, respectful manner 
 Students will play cooperatively and safely, refraining from acts of violence or threats of violence.  This includes “play 

fighting”.  All forms of physical aggression, pushing, fighting, kicking are unacceptable behaviours.   
 Students will use appropriate respectful language at all times 
 Students will follow the dress code in a respectful fashion that is appropriate for the season and the learning 

environment 
 Students will keep their hands and feet to themselves 
 Snow, sticks and stones will stay on the ground 
 Physical, verbal (oral or written or cyber), sexual or psychological abuse, bullying or discrimination on the basis of race, 

culture, religion, gender, language disability, sexual orientation or any other attribute is unacceptable. 
 

Consequences for Unacceptable Behavior 

 

 The TVDSB Policy stipulates that any acts of aggression/unacceptable behavior as defined above will involve an 
appropriate consequence and teachers/staff will automatically involve parents. 

 A consequence could involve one or more of the following: 
 a warning (verbal reminder) 
 a time out on the wall at recess or in office 
 detention(s) 
 a call to parents  
 a behaviour contract  
 conflict mediation 
 repair, restitution or in-school service 
 a parent conference 
 a behaviour notice to parents 
 a loss of privilege (off the yard, removal from the lunchroom, bus suspension, etc.) 
 suspension 

 expulsion  
 



DRESS CODE 

Dress for Success 
Our school is a place of education with a focus on high standards of personal conduct in order to promote a positive, 
respectful and safe learning environment.  Our dress code emphasizes our values for decency and respect for others.   
 
Specifically,   

 No revealing clothing and no exposed undergarments. 

 With the exception of Religious Headwear, no hats, hoods or any other headwear allowed within the 
school. Exceptions will be granted for medical conditions. 

 Clothing must be free of profanity, obscenities and discriminatory, derogatory, violent, drug or alcohol-
related images.  

 Appropriate indoor shoes are needed at all times (no bare feet or slippers). Outdoor footwear will be worn 
outside. (Students will not be allowed on the climbers with flip flops or shoes without back straps).  Shoes 
should be appropriate for safe participation at recess and non-marking running shoes are to be worn in 
the gym. 

 Clothing should be free of drawstrings, scarves, chains and mitten strings which could become entangled 
in playground equipment.   

 
If a student is dressed inappropriately they will be asked to remedy the situation (i.e. turn shirt inside out or 
change into suitable attire).  Parents will be notified by the teacher or principal if problems are recurring.  
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 

MEDICAL CONDITIONS 

Supporting Students with Prevalent Medical / Health Conditions in Schools 
 
To ensure children with potentially life-threatening medical conditions remain safe while attending school, TVDSB 
requests Parents/Guardians update the necessary medical information on the Parent Portal so that an Individual Plan 
of Care (IPOC) for the student can be reviewed by the school’s administration. Medical conditions considered 
potentially life-threatening may include: 
 

1. Asthma 
2. Anaphylaxis 
3. Epilepsy  
4. Type 1 Diabetes  
5. Any other potentially life-threatening condition that could result in a medical incident* (discuss with your school 

administrator) 
 

Parents/Guardians can provide important information about their child's life-threatening or prevalent medical condition 
by logging into the TVDSB Parent Portal and clicking on the following tab:  Student Medical Information.  Once an 
Individual Plan of Care is submitted, the school administrator will then review the information.   Parents/Guardians may 
be contacted for further information, if required. 
 

Parents/Guardians who cannot access the Parent Portal on the Internet should contact the school office.  
Please note that Parents/Guardians are expected to be active participants in supporting the management of the 
student’s prevalent medical condition(s) while the student is in school. It is the responsibility of Parents/Guardians 
to inform the school of such conditions to ensure the student's safety at school. *A medical incident is a 
circumstance that requires an immediate response and monitoring, since the incident may progress to an emergency 
requiring contact with Emergency Medical Services – 911. 
 



Nutrition Breaks – Leaving School Property – 
Or Not! 

It had been school policy that students who do not live close enough to walk home at afternoon Nutrition Break were 
allowed to leave school property to go where they liked, if they had parental permission. Even though technically, 
parents who gave permission were told they were responsible for their children, issues always come back to the 
school and too often, learning time was lost as teachers had to sort out issues that happened off school property.  
 
As a staff, we had extensive discussion in June about this and, like cell phones, reflected on how to help our students 
stay focused on school and learning and to stay safe.  
 
If you want your child to go home at afternoon Nutrition Break, write a note for the office. Students who do not live 
close enough to walk home, will not be allowed to leave school property, unless they are picked up by a 
parent/guardian. We are prepared to review this policy as a staff before the Christmas Break and again, I am happy to 
listen to your concerns… the second week of school.    
 
If you do take your child out for the Break as a treat, please have them finish their treats, before coming back into the 
school yard, as food is not allowed outside.  
 
                                                                                   

Safe Arrival and Dismissal 

 Staff supervision of the yard begins at 8:45 am  
 

 Staff members meet and unload our buses to the school yard each and every morning. 
 

 Students who are being dropped off can be dropped at the front lane at the North Yard Access point 

(beside the wooden garbage storage area). Remind them to walk directly to the yard and not through the 

front doors of the school. Students should only enter the front doors when they are late and they should be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian to sign them in. 
 

 Students who are bicycling to and from school are expected to walk in the bus zone upon their arrival and 
during their departure.  We expect to see securely fastened helmets on our student bicyclists. Our bike racks 
are conveniently located next to the bus zone access to the south yard. 

 

 Students arriving after 9 AM or departing BEFORE 3:30 PM are to be signed in or out at the office by a 
parent or guardian.  
 

 We carefully load our buses at the end of the day and complete comprehensive sweeps of the school before 
allowing the buses to depart. Please assist us by maintaining clear written or phone call communication 
regarding changes in pickup arrangements, particularly for regularly bused students (it can get frantic 
at bus departure time when we cannot locate a student and it is very concerning when we have people 
picking up students who we believe are supposed to be going home on the bus). 
 

 Please do not drop off, pick up, or park in or across from the school bus loading zone. It is not safe. 

  



Student Attendance 

Our automated system will contact parents for unexplained absences in a timely manner. If the automated 
system is unable to contact a parent or guardian, a message is sent to Mrs. Humphries and she will then 
make every effort to contact you and, if necessary, all of your contacts listed until contact is made. To 
account for our absent students in a timely manner, we ask that all absences be reported before 9:10 am.  
 
Absences are to be recorded by weblink, free smartphone app or toll free (1-844-305-3756).  
 
Using the smartphone app is the quickest way to report an absence; it takes 30 seconds once you know 
what you are doing.  
 

Look for      in the app store or google play. You must register for an account online before you can use 
the app.  
 
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/signup 
 
Regular attendance and punctuality ensures your child a successful educational experience.  
 
 
 

Picking Up Your Child Early 

School dismissal time is 3:30 p.m.  If you must pick up your child early, please: 
 

 Send a note with your child clearly indicating the reason and time you will pick up your child. 
 

 When you arrive to pick up your child, come to the office and sign him/her out.  Please note that 
under no circumstances will your child be released to anyone who goes to the classroom door.  Be 
sure to notify the office if you are allowing someone else to pick up your child, preferably in writing.   

 

If you need to change your pick up time during instructional hours, please call the office. Once attendance 
is complete at 9:40am, TVDSB Attendance/School Messenger does not send out updated information to 
Mrs. Humphries. The sign out option is for the Secondary panel. All students must be signed in at the office 
when late for school, even when you have entered the late into TVDSB Attendance/School Messenger. 
 
 

Arriving on Time  

Classroom instruction begins at 9:00 AM and finishes at 3:30 PM. If you arrive late or have 
to pick up or drop off your child during the instructional day (between 9:00 AM and 3:30 
PM), please come to the main office to sign your child in/out. It is important that your child 
arrives on time to school.  Late arrival is disruptive to everyone’s learning. 
 
 
 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/account/login
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/parents/attendance-reporting.aspx
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/account/signup
http://schools.iclipart.com/download.php?iid=594009&submit=&keys=clock&notkeys=&start=0&andor=AND&colour=&s1=&s2=&release1=&release2=&previewcheck=&cat=Education&type=ADVANCED&rows=5&jump=0&period=&collection=&group=&orien=&tl=clipart


Bus Delays & Cancellations 

 

To sign up for email notifications, you need to log into the Bus Parent Portal. In the portal, click on 
the “Media” tab, then #2. Remember you need your child’s student number which you can find in 

your WNPS Parent Portal.  You can also follow Student Transportation Services on Facebook and 

Twitter. 
 

Remember when our buses have been cancelled the school will remain OPEN.  
 
All bused students who will not be driven to school by a parent, MUST be entered as absent due to 

Transportation Cancellation, in School Messenger by 9:15am. Otherwise, you will receive a call to confirm 
your child’s absence. 

 
All students who are classified as “WALKERS” are expected to report to school. If walking students are not 

attending on a bus cancellation day, please report them as absent in School Messenger. 
 

When buses are canceled on a snow day, they WILL NOT run the afternoon route. Students will have to be picked up by 

3:30.  On bus cancellation days, we will bring all of our Gr 1-8 students to the gym at 3:15 pm to facilitate express check 
out with their teacher. All Kindergarten students will remain in their classrooms for pick up. If students will be going home 

with someone other than mom or dad, please send a note to the teacher so they know who to expect. 
 

Reminder: On a foggy morning, IF buses are cancelled for the morning route, AFTERNOON buses will still 

run.  If you plan to drop your child or children off on a bus cancellation morning, you may use the bus lane 
to facilitate easier drop off.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://transportation.mybigyellowbus.ca/StudentLogin.aspx
https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb_parents/
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Communications 

The Thames Valley District School Board uses 3 different web applications.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Each application has its own unique log in and password.   

 

Application 1:  The TVDSB Parent Portal: http://www.tvdsb.ca/parentportal 

 Access marks, attendance history, timetables, complete online forms 

In the Parent Portal you will need to confirm your child’s Emergency Contact Information, general 
Student Information, and give Consent for Release of Student Information. 
Please ensure that your Parent Portal updates are completed by Friday, September 13th! 

There is a helpful video on the board website to support parent use of the Parent Portal 
https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb_parents/ 

Application 2: The TVDSB Attendance / School Messenger Portal: http://www.tvdsb.ca/schoolmessenger 

 Report a student absence, late arrival, or early departure 

 Receive emails, phone calls, and texts informing you of an unexplained student absence 
 

Application 3: The TVDSB Online Payment Portal: https://tvdsb.schoolcashonline.com/ 

 Pay for items your child's school has entered into the system 
 
Social Media accounts to follow:  

 West Nissouri website   http://westnissouri.tvdsb.ca 

 Facebook Nissouri PS  

 Twitter @WestNissouriPS 

 

Student Use of Cell Phones 

It has always been a policy at West Nissouri, that “cell phones and other electronic communication devices may not be 

turned on or used while in class or on school property without the express permission of school administration or a 

teacher. Individuals are not allowed to photograph, audiotape or videotape other individuals, i.e. staff, students, parents, 

community members, without their permission and approval from administration while on school property or at school 

events.” (from West Nissouri News sent home on the first day of school in 2018.) 

The difference this year will be that this policy will be enforced. The staff and I consulted at length last spring, about how 

to help our students be focused on school and learning, rather than on the distractions of various aspects of social media 

and texting. One of the strategies will be to have students hand in cell phones to their teacher for safekeeping by the 

teacher between 9:00 and 3:30. The teacher has the authority to allow students to use personal devices for specific 

purposes, however in general, we have enough technology that it should not often be necessary. Best Practice should be 

that personal devices are left at home.  

It is my expectation that students will comply and that parents will support this policy. I’m happy to discuss with you your 

concerns… please try to hold off until the second week.  

Interestingly, the provincial government has just announced in the media, that School Boards will be required to disallow 

cell phones in schools effective in November. We’re just a little ahead of the game.  

http://sites.tvdsb.ca/parentportal
https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb_parents/
http://www.tvdsb.ca/schoolmessenger
https://tvdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
http://westnissouri.tvdsb.ca/
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“No Nuts Please” 

Please remember that we are a “No Nuts Please” school.  We have several students and staff members with 
peanut and tree nut allergies.  Please double check all items that you send to school and make sure your child 
washes their hands if they have peanut butter for breakfast.  As we have several students with other food 
allergies, please do not send any food products to be shared with the class unless you have communicated 
with your child’s teacher first. Thank you for helping to keep our students safe. 
 

Illness or Injury at School 

We will make a sick or injured child as comfortable as possible while you are being contacted.  In a serious 
situation, an ambulance may be called.  In all cases, we will do our best to contact you or a person you have 
indicated on the Student Information Sheet. Please help us by keeping this information current.  Please do not 
send children to school if they are unwell.  Sick students are not able to learn and often spread infections to 
others. Students must be home for 24 hours, as a minimum, following incidents of fever, vomiting or diarrhea to 
help prevent the spread of infections. 
 

Concussion Reminder 

Recent research has been instrumental in informing the manner in which we deal with concussions.  The 
recognition that concussions can have serious, long-term implications for physical activity and for learning has 
led to the development of a new, province-wide protocol for the management of concussions within schools. 
 
A concussion: 
 
• is a brain injury that causes changes in how the brain functions, leading to symptoms that can be physical 
(e.g., headache, dizziness), cognitive (e.g., difficulty concentrating or remembering), emotional/behavioural 
(e.g., depression, irritability) and/or related to sleep (e.g., drowsiness, difficulty falling asleep);  
 
• may be caused either by a direct blow to the head, face or neck, or a blow to the body that transmits a force 
to the head that causes the brain to move rapidly within the skull;  
 
• can occur even if there has been no loss of consciousness (in fact most concussions occur without a loss of 
consciousness) 
 
When a concussion is suspected or diagnosed, schools are required to have medical clearance for the student 
to resume normal participation in both physical activity and the classroom.  It is important that there are open 
lines of communication between the school/Principal and the family to ensure that the student receives the 
necessary supports in returning to learn.  If you require more information please contact the school at 519-461-
9575. 
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Parent Volunteers 

Parent volunteers please update your annual Offence Declaration form if you wish to assist in the school or on 
any Field Trips.  Take a few moments to finish this now and save the time and rush later. The Offence 
Declaration form can be found in the Parent Portal.  We maintain your most recent Criminal Background Check 
for volunteering on file. The Offence Declaration is all that you require if you have already submitted a Criminal 
Background Check.  
 

Picture Day 

All students will have their individual and class photos taken on Friday, September 20th.  We will also have the 
CLASS photos done on this day. All pictures will be prepared by Colledge Studios as a proof system therefore 
money is not required on picture day ~ just a smile! Every student will receive a complimentary class photo. 
 

School Advisory Council and  
Home & School Association  

School Advisory Council and Home and School usually meet the first Monday of every month and we are 
always looking for new parents or community members to help out. The first meeting is set for Monday, 
September 9th in the school Library Learning Commons.  
 
School Council meets at 6:00 pm, followed by Home & School at 7:00 pm. Please consider volunteering your 
time in order to help better our school for our students and families.  
 
If you aren’t sure what School Council is all about, take a look at the following link: 
  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/council/ 
 
Home & School information can be found at www.ofhsa.on.ca                  
 
 
 
 

https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb_parents/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/council/
http://www.ofhsa.on.ca/
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IMPORTANT SEPTEMBER DATES  

 
Friday, September 20 – Student Photo Day 

 
Thursday, September 26 – Meet the Families 5 – 7 PM – more information will follow 
 
Thursday, September 26 – Recognition Assembly 11:30 AM  
 
Friday, September 27 – PA Day  
 
Monday, September 30 - Orange Shirt Day – Commemorating Residential Schools 
 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO MONITOR OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Want to sync our school 
calendar to your smart phone, just click the subscribe button and choose what you want to subscribe too! It’s that easy  

 
 

 


