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Kindergarten Registration Feb. 17th – Family Day 

Home & School  

School Council    

  

  

https://calendar-westnissouri.tvdsb.ca/Default/Month 

From the Principal’s Pen 

Wiarton Willie has declared an early spring! 

Happy February. The shortest month of the year has arrived, and even though January was short 

due to coming back on the 6th and having a PA Day on the 24th, the staff and students have been 

very busy. 

WNPS continues to work diligently to improve our abilities in mathematics and promote and 

celebrate our love of Literacy, Innovation & Problem Solving. 

A reminder, the kindergarten registration will wrap up on Friday, February 7th. At that time, we 

will begin the process of determining the structure of our Kindergarten classes for September 

2020. If you have a child born in 2016, please register them right away to help us with our 

organization for next September. 

The staff continue to appreciate regular communication in planners, face to face and phone calls. 

Our doors are always open so don’t hesitate to keep the lines of communication open.          

Thanks again for your continued support! 

With you in education,           

Darryl Mann, Principal West Nissouri Public School 
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September 2020 - Year One Kindergarten Registration  
It’s time to register for Year One Kindergarten! This is an exciting time for you, your child and West Nissouri Public 
School. If your child will be 4 years old by December 31, 2020, then your child is ready for Year One Kindergarten in 
September 2020. Registration continues to February 7, 2020. We require proof of address (utility bill, offer to purchase 
or rental contract) and proof of birth (birth or baptismal certificate, registration of birth, or passport).  

Online Registration is available again this year.  Paper copies are available in the office between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
 
It is important to submit your child’s registration form as soon as possible and no later than Friday, February 7th. After 
February 7th, we start working towards setting up classes for next year.  Staffing allocations for September 2020 are 
based on enrollment of current students and pre-registered Year 1 Kindergarten students. We appreciate your help and 
support in planning early for a smooth fall transition and a good September start for everyone.  
 
If you have any friends in our area or neighbours with school aged children, PLEASE pass this information on to them. 
 

Bus Delays/Cancellation Reminder         
 
Remember… when our buses have been cancelled the SCHOOL WILL BE OPEN unless there has been school closures 
announced by Thames Valley District School Board. Check the board’s website for the most accurate information: 
www.tvdsb.ca.  For our bused families; if you don’t plan to send your child to school, you MUST report their absence via 
SchoolMessenger, and please select Transportation Cancelled.  If you decide to drive your child to school, you will need 
to return by 3:30 pm for pick up. Students will be ready in the gym for pickup starting at 3:15pm.  
 
                                                                            

Home & School News 

Happy February Everyone! I'm not sure where January went, but I'm enjoying the warm days we're having 
lately!  
 
Thank you to everyone who came out to our January meeting! Our next meeting is Monday February 3rd at 
7pm in the library. Everyone is welcome to attend!  
 
The Gift Card Fundraiser will continue in February with the next order being due back by February 18th. Thank 
you to everyone who purchased cards in December!  
 
Please join us at our February meeting to discuss some upcoming projects and events, including a Lego Wall 
in the library for all students and a Pajama Movie Night! We will also be exploring some options for other new 
items at the school, both inside and outside, so please join us to share any ideas you may have!  
 
We're looking forward to seeing everyone again at our next meeting on Monday February 3rd at 7pm in the 
library. If you require childcare to attend our meeting, please e-mail Sarah Doan at sarah.doan@live.ca so we 
can make arrangements. 
  
Thank you for your ongoing support!  

Sarah Doan, Home and School President 
 

http://www.tvdsb.ca/


West Nissouri News 3 

If you require information contained in this document in an alternate accessible format, please contact the school office. 

 

 

 
West  

Nissouri 
Public 
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WELCOME BACK!  FEBRUARY NEWS 

 

 
If you are unable to attend our meetings you can find us on Facebook at -  
West Nissouri Public School Advisory Council – send us a message anytime! 
 

 

School Advisory Council meets February 3rd, 2020 at 6 p.m. 

 

School Bus Zones 

A friendly reminder to keep our school bus loading zones clear between the hours of 8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. and 
again in the afternoon from 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Our school bus driver’s really appreciate the way being clear. 
 
 
 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=719102175103790&ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=719102175103790&ref=br_rs
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February 2020 -Children’s Literature and 
Mathematics 
 
We have known about the importance and benefits of reading 
with our children for a long time.  Children’s literature can be a 
rich source of learning mathematics at all levels, not just primary. 
Using literature helps to meet the needs of all learners and 
accommodate a range of learning styles. The use of literature 
should continue throughout the junior years as stories help to 
bring mathematics to life. Students of all ages love stories and 
love to talk about stories.  When teachers and parents use 
literature with a mathematical connection, they help students 
learn to “talk mathematics”.  Good stories provide good 
opportunities for math talk.  Author and researcher, ReLeah 
Cossett Lent asserts that background knowledge is the glue that 
makes learning stick.  “Picture books, sometimes known as 
children’s books, aren’t just for little kids anymore.  Surprisingly, 
picture books contain more rare words per thousand words than 
prime-time television or the conversation of college graduates.  
Picture books build background through visual images as well as 
through words, an especially important factor for this generation 
of visual learners” (Cossett Lent). 

Literature can be used in numerous ways to 
create challenging math problems with a 
variety of entry and exit points.  For 
example, in the magical Chinese folktale, 
Two of Everything (Hong, 1993), a couple 

finds a pot that doubles whatever is put into it.  Children can be 
challenged with how many people would be in their family if the 
entire family fell into the Magic Pot.  Children of all ages can use 
a variety of strategies to solve this problem.  You can also extend 
the activity by changing the Magic Pot to tripling what is put into 
it, and so on. 

A variety of non-fiction (books, newspapers, magazines, the Web) 
literature can be used in teaching mathematics. They are all great 
sources for problems that have the added benefit of helping 
students make connections to the world around them. 

One excellent online math site and resource for children’s 
literature and mathematics is the Erikson Institute Early Math 
Collaborative.  We have included here an example of 3 children’s 
books that build an understanding of equivalency. 
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-
understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/ 

“Long before young children are writing equations with the equal 
sign, they are exploring how amounts that look different can 
actually be equivalent. 

Ideas about equivalence develop through everyday, concrete 
experiences that require children to find something that is the 
same as something else. Imagine a child figuring out how to fill a 
space in a block structure when the desired shape is not available 
(two isosceles right triangle blocks are the same as a square 

block) or sharing colored candies with a sibling (my 3 reds and 1 
yellow are the same as your 2 reds and 2 yellows). 

The following books offer engaging visual representations of 
equivalence—in the form of balance and equivalent 
representations of numbers.” 

 

Another great 
book is The 
Warlord’s Puzzle 
by Virginia 
Walton Pilegard, 
where children 

can explore spatial, geometry and fraction 
concepts using tangram pieces.  

Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets by Hena Khan,  celebrates 
the shapes—and traditions—of the Muslim world 

For students of all ages, literature resonates with their 
experiences and imaginations, making them more enthusiastic 
about solving the related mathematics problems and more likely 
to learn and to see mathematics as a useful tool for exploring the 
world.  

Here are some great links to children’s literature and activities to 
go with them.  Also be sure to check out your school and local 
library.  Have fun! 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/  

https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-
foster-love-math 

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-
kids.html 

Home Connections in 

Mathematics  
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